
 

Q
uestion: W

hat is stronger, paper or plastic? 
Q

uestions: 
-

H
ow

 a
re pa

per a
nd

 pla
stic sim

ila
r, a

nd
 d

ifferent? 
-

Pred
ict w

hich m
a

teria
l w

ould
 be stronger a

nd
 w

hy? N
ote d

ow
n stud

ent pred
ictions. 

 Experim
ent 

 Predict / G
uess 

W
ha

t w
ill ha

ppen w
hen w

e ba
la

nce the ja
r / rock on the pa

per? 
W

ha
t w

ill ha
ppen w

hen w
e ba

la
nce the ja

r / rock on the pla
stic lid

? 
W

hy? (N
ote stud

ent pred
ictions) 

 M
aterials 

-
1 piece of pa

per 
-

1 pla
stic lid

  
-

1 rock / ja
r to ba

la
nce onto the pa

per a
nd

 pla
stic lid

 
 Let’s Experim

ent 
-

W
ork w

ith a
 bud

d
y. O

ne person hold
s the pa

per, then the pla
stic. 

-
The other person ba

la
nces the hea

vy item
 onto the pa

per then the pla
stic. 

 Let’s Talk A
bout It! 

-
W

ha
t ha

ppened
? 

-
W

hy? 
-

Record
 stud

ent observa
tions.  

 N
ow

... 
-

Use the next pa
ge to d

ra
w

 w
ha

t ha
ppened

. 
-

W
rite a

 sentence a
bout the experim

ent. 
        



D
raw

 w
hat happened

 d
uring the experim

ent below
 then w

rite a sentence about it. 
                  Sentence:  
 

 

 

 

 

 


